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KNOWLEDGE = LEADERSHIP = KNOWLEDGE
Are all Club members aware of their membership in the NFRW?  Do they know that every Republican Women’s Club member is also a member of her state Federation of Republican Women as well as the National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW)?  Are you, a state Leadership Development (LD) Chair, knowledgeable about the history of the NFRW?  Of you state Federation?  Before we begin to reach out to others and become trainers and mentors, we have to make certain we have all the information we need about our political organizations.

NFRW Mission Statement

“The National Federation of Republican Women is America’s foremost political organization, bringing together women to positively impact the direction of our nation.  We come together as a collective force advancing the power of women through political access and participation.

Our mission is to see women from all age groups and walks of life as key players at the political table on national, state, and local issues.”
Who We Are

· NFRW is the largest women’s partisan political organization in the country.

The National Federation of Republican Women is a national grassroots political organization composed of 1,600 local clubs and approximately 77,000 members in 47 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

· NFRW is self-supporting.

Approximately 1/3 of NFRW’s operating budget comes from membership dues and club service charges.  Another 1/3 comes from major donor programs such as the Capitol Regents and the Regents.  The final 1/3 is raised through direct mail solicitation.

· NFRW has two basic membership levels.

Membership at the Local Level – NFRW has state federations with many local clubs in towns and cities across the U.S. and its territories.  It is a great network and a good way to meet other women who are interested in politics.  Dues at the local level vary.

Membership at the National Level – Those who wish to keep abreast of issues affecting women at the national level can join NFRW as National Associate Members for $50.00 per year.  To become a National Associate Member send a check for $50.00 payable to:



National Federation of Republican Women




124 N. Alfred Street




Alexandria, VA 22314

· NFRW recruits, educates, trains, supports and elects Republicans.
NFRW concentrates its efforts in the areas of education, communication, legislative action, candidate recruitment, campaigning, and fundraising.

Our History

Republican women’s clubs have existed for over 100 years.  They were originally inspired by the Republican Platform of 1872, which said:  “The Republican Party is mindful of its obligation to the loyal women of America for their noble devotion to the cause of Freedom.”  With that, Republican women’s clubs were off and running.  The oldest club on record was founded in Salt Lake City in the late 1800s.

Under the direction of Miss Marion E. Martin, then Assistant Chair of the Republican National Committee and National Committeewoman for Maine, and with the encouragement of RNC Chair John D. M. Hamilton an organizational meeting took place in Chicago on November 4, 1937.  Thirty-eight women members of the Republican National Committee met to discuss the “desirability” of federating.

The National Federation of Republican Women was founded at a conference held at the Palmer House in Chicago, September 23-24, 1938.  The delegates adopted rules for governing the establishment of a National Federation of Women’s Republican Clubs, to promote education along political lines and to encourage the following purposes:

“To foster and encourage loyalty to the Republican Party and the ideals for which it stands; to foster cooperation between independent groups and the regular party organization, which are working for the same objectives, namely sound government; to promote interchange of ideas and experiences of various clubs to the end that the policies which have proven particularly effective in one state may be adopted in another; and to encourage a national attitude and approach to the problems facing the Republican Party.”

The name was changed in January 1953, to the National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).

You will soon receive a copy of the NFRW news magazine that will give you news about NFRW leadership and activities.
Your State Federation
Do you know the history of your state Federation?  Do you know the structure and who the officers are?  Do you have a “path” to use to share Leadership Development ideas and suggestions with members of your state Federation?  And, to urge them to share ideas with you that could be passed along to other state Federations?
The Republican National Committee

Are you familiar with the structure of the Republican National Committee (RNC) , who the RNC national  leaders are and who the National Committeeman and National Committeewoman are who represent your state on the RNC Board?  
The Republican Party in Your State
Do you know the leaders and the structure of your state Party?  What is your state Federation’s role in your state Party?  Do the Club Presidents in your state have all the answers to these same questions regarding their local Party?  Remember the old saying “politics is local”.
General David Petraeus, Commander, Central Command

During a recent presentation in Norfolk, VA, General Petraeus emphasized that warfare and politics have something in common – “cooperation is not an option, it is mandatory in order to succeed”. In the Middle East, it is vital that the governments and the military work together to achieve sustainable success. Cooperation between all levels of the NFRW and the Republican Party is not an option, it is mandatory if we are to succeed. 
Compete in the marketplace of political ideas.  Get to know the non-partisan elected officials and leaders throughout your state.  What are their issues?  Is it possible to attract their support of Republican candidates if we share our knowledge of Republican ideals and goals?
When we are making progress, we are inspired to support our mission.  Education is our future. Education leads to knowledge and knowledge betters equips us to make progress in developing leadership.  Please begin now to strengthen your knowledge of NFRW, your state Federation and the Republican Party so that you can mentor Club leaders and members in your state and strengthen our mission to TAKE BACK AMERICA.
Catherine Colgan, Chairman

NFRW Leadership Development Committee
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